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Free Astronomy Apps for Android
By: Norman McCall

Whether you are new to astronomy or a veteran gazer, there
are many Android apps which can help to provide you with a
detailed level of information on what is out there. To help
introduce you to apps on offer, here are some astronomy
based apps for Android that are worth checking out..

SkyView — Explore the
Universe

Let’s  start off with
SkyView. This is an star-
gazing mobile app which
activates the phone’s cam-
era to help find and identify
constellations, stars and
planets in the night sky.
You can even identify satel-
lites like the Hubble or the
ISS. Plus, when you touch
any of the elements you see
on your screen, you can get
much more information like
the name, radius, distance
from the earth, etc.

In addition to exploring the
sky from your device's
screen, with SkyView, you
can also explore time. You
can see the line that any object follows in space and even see
what its position was or will be at a certain moment in time.
The app will even let you -

see how the sky would have
looked in the past and might
look in the future.

Google Sky Map

This practical app lets you
pinpoint the exact location
of the stars, planets and oth-
er celestial objects in the |
night sky. Simply point your
phone at the sky and you'll
see details of exactly what's
up there represented by a
map in Google Sky Map.
Using the current date and
time in conjunction with the

determined GPS location [k
and compass as you
move the phone the map
moves with you to show
what part of the Uni- [
verse you're pointed at. [f
A manual mode lets you g
explore or zoom the map
with the touch of your
finger.

NASA
App

Google Sky Map is an
awesome learning tool
for anyone who wants to
learn about constella-
tions, stars, or any of the
wonders that are hiding
in our night sky.

NASA App

Those interested in
NASA in particular, will
find this to be an app
worth checking out. This
is the official NASA app
and brings with it a large database of images, videos, mission
information, current news feature stories and tweets emerg-
ing from NASA. There is
information and news to
satisfy any appetite.

APOD - Astronomy
Picture of the Day

One can browse the list of
previous APODs, read their
descriptions and learn inter-
il esting facts. Or, have each
day's image automatically
downloaded and set auto-
Ml matically as your
homescreen wallpaper so
you can enjoy a beautiful
new space background eve-
ry day.
Download APOD and give
your phone a refreshing
upgrade today!

(Continued on page 2)

Programs

Featured
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The Flame Nebula in Visible and Infrared

Optical (RGB+Ha): Aldo Mottino & Ezequiel Bellocchio
(Argentina); Infrared: ESO/J. Emerson/VISTA.

»

Aurora Shimmer, Meteor Flash

Bjernar G. Hansen
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R.A.S.C. London Centre Library — Books of the

Month, October 2017
By Robert Duff

As always, these “Books of the Month” are available for loan to
members, to be returned at the following monthly meeting. The
books for December 2017 are as follows:

o The Backyard Astronomer's Guide, by Terence Dickinson &
Alan Dyer. Revised Edition. 2002.

e 365 Starry Nights: an Introduction to Astronomy for Every
Night of the Year, text and illustrations by Chet Raymo.
c1982.

o Cataclysmic Cosmic Events and How to Observe Them, by
Martin Mobberley. c2009. (Astronomers’ Observing
Guides)

For a complete listing of our RASC London Centre Library col-
lection please click on the Library menu at the top of the RASC
London Centre main Web page: http://rasclondon.ca/

If there is a particular book or video you wish to borrow, please
feel free to contact me by telephone at (519) 439-7504 or by

e-mail at rduff@sympatico.ca
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London Chapter Monthly Meting Schedule

Starting January 2018 the meetings have a new start time
0f20:00 (8:00pm). The doors will be open at 19:30 (7:30pm).

Our meetings are held each month, September through
July (no meeting in August), on the third Friday of the month at
19:00 (7:00pm) at the Cronyn Observatory on Western Univer-
sity campus. There is no cost to come to the meetings they are
open to the public and everyone is welcome.

There is free parking beside the Cronyn Observatory in
lot “M”. Lot “T” also has free parking.

Anyone interested in astronomy is invited to attend
and enjoy our guest speaker, member activity and observing re-
ports, announcements of new discoveries and upcoming events,
telescopes and telescope accessories show and tell, and other fun
activities. Have a look at our future and past activities on
our RASC Events to see what we are about to do and have done.
Plan to take part in the fun!

After the meeting we go to a local eatery to enjoy great
conversation with our guest and good food.

Members of London Centre, and sometimes future mem-
bers too, often get together for the Observers Group Meeting on
either the Saturday or the Sunday evening following the monthly
meeting. We gather at a member’s home for a social chat, to dis-
cuss astronomy, telescopes, or whatever strikes our fancy. If the
skies co-operate a scope will probably be set up and some observ-
ing is done. But mostly at the Observers Group Meeting the
R.A.S.C. stands for Relax And Snack Club! You will find out
where this month’s OGM will be held at the monthly meeting, or
on our forums a day or two before the meeting.
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Sky Events for Late December and early January

Dec. 19
Dec. 21
Dec. 22
Dec. 26
Dec. 31
Jan. 1

Jan. 5

Moon at apogee (406,603 km)

Winter solstice

Mercury at greatest heliocentric lat. N
Moon First Quarter

Albebaran 0.8° S of Moon, occultation
Mercury greatest elongation W (23°)
Double shadow transit on Jupiter.
Regulus 0.9° S of Moon, occultation
Moon last quarter

Double shadow transit on Jupiter
Mercury 0.6° S of Saturn

New Moon

Double shadow transit of Jupiter

Jan. 8
Jan. 12
Jan. 13
Jan. 17
Jan. 19

Planets

Mercury: Will remain in the dawn sky throughout January.
Venus: Too close to the Sun to be seen throughout the month.
Mars: Visible in the morning sky.

Jupiter: Situated in central Libra for the first part of the month.

Saturn: Emerging from the late-December conjunction with the Sun in the morning sky. Difficult to be seen.

Uranus: Well places in evening sky in Pisces.

Neptune: In the western sky setting in the late evening. Will spend the year between lambda and Aquarii.

Cronyn Observatory Public Nights,
Exploring the Stars & Special Events,

November 13"™ —December 6™, 2017
By Robert Duff

Cronyn Observatory Public Night,
Monday, November 13", 2017

Cloudy skies and damp weather greeted some 35 visi-
tors to Western University’s Cronyn Observatory Public Night,
Monday, November 13" 2017, 7:00 p-m. Since it was a week-
day public night, there was no slide presentation and visitors
simply circulated into the lecture room, downstairs into the
“Black Room” and “1940s Period Room,” and upstairs into
the dome. They were welcomed by Professor Jan Cami, grad-
uate students Amanda DeSouza and Richard Bloch; and RASC
London Centre members Everett Clark, Peter Jedicke and Bob
Duff.

Peter gave an informal talk to 6 visitors in the lecture
room and answered questions, counting visitors as they arrived
throughout the evening. He later went upstairs into the dome
and out on to the observation deck. Since cloudy damp weath-
er ruled out opening the dome, Everett set up the observatory’s
8-inch (20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain (20mm Plossl
eyepiece, 100X) inside the dome so as to view the TV screen
in the Western Sports & Recreation Center windows, through
the door to the observation deck.

Downstairs in the “Black Room” Amanda and Rich-
ard gave demonstrations of the “Tramsit Demo” model—
showing how the transit detection method worked for finding
extra-solar planets, as well as demonstrations of the
“Spectroscopy Demo” with the visitors putting on diffraction
grating glasses to view the spectra of 4 gas discharge lamps set
out on the table, including: hydrogen, helium, neon and mercu-

ry. Amanda also showed visitors the historic “/940s Period
Room,” a recreation of Dr. H. R. Kingston’s 1940 office de-
signed by RASC London Centre member Mark Tovey.

Bob talked to visitors in the dome, showed one lady
the “1940s Period Room,” and answered questions. The visi-
tors were gone and the observatory was closed down around
9:30 p.m. after an interesting evening learning about astrono-
my and telescopes, despite the cloudy weather.

Exploring the Stars, Dad Club London,
Thursday, November 16", 2017

Cloudy skies, with some wet snow falling, greeted 33
visitors (19 children and 14 adults) from Dad Club London, for
Exploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn Observa-
tory, Thursday, November 16‘h, 2017, 6:30 p.m. They were
welcomed by graduate students Daniel Hatfield and Viraja
Khatu. Daniel presented the digital slide presentation “Our
Solar System” and fielded questions. This was followed by
Viraja doing the “Crater Experiment” activity, with various
size balls being dropped into a pan—placed on the floor—
filled with flour, mixed with some chocolate powder, to
demonstrate impact cratering.

Since cloudy, wet snowy weather ruled out opening
the dome, RASC London Centre member Bob Duff set up the
observatory’s 8-inch (20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain
(20mm Plossl eyepiece, 100X) inside the dome so as to view
the TV screen in the Western Sports & Recreation Center win-
dows, through the door to the observation deck. When every-
body arrived upstairs in the dome Bob gave a talk on the histo-
ry of the Cronyn Observatory and technical aspects of the
25.4cm refractor, including the Cassegrain reflector telescope
and Schmidt camera piggy-backed on the main telescope. Bob
also explained the 2 clocks on the observatory’s east wall and
the difference between Standard and Sidereal Time. The chil-
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dren and adults lined up to view through the 20.3cm Schmidt-
Cassegrain and asked questions.

The visitors were then invited downstairs into the “Black
Room” where Daniel did the “Spectroscopy Demo,” with the
visitors putting on diffraction grating glasses to view the spectra
of 4 gas discharge lamps set out on the table, including: hydro-
gen, helium, neon and mercury. The visitors were gone by
around 8:00 p.m. after an enjoyable evening learning about as-
tronomy and telescopes despite the cloudy, wet snowy weather.
The observatory was closed down around 8:06 p.m.

Exploring the Stars, HIGH Day North,

November 20™, 2017

A clear sky greeted 61 visitors (37 children and 24
adults) from the homeschool group, HIGH Day North, for Ex-
ploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn Observatory,
Monday, November 20", 2017, 6:00 p.m. They were welcomed
by graduate students Amanda DeSouza and Daniel Hatfield.
Amanda presented the digital slide presentation “Constellations”
and fielded questions. The visitors were then divided into 2
groups, with one group going upstairs for observing in the dome
with RASC London Centre members Everett Clark, later joined
by Bob Duff, and the other downstairs into the “Black Room” for
demonstrations of the “Transit Demo” and “Spectroscopy
Demo.” The 2 groups then traded places between the dome and
the downstairs “Black Room.”

Downstairs in the “Black Room” Amanda did the
“Transit Demonstration” activity for the first group of visitors,
showing them the “Transit Demo” model-—demonstrating the
transit detection method for finding extra-solar planets. The
“Transit Demonstration” was not done for the second group of
visitors. Amanda did the “Spectroscopy Demo,” for both the first
and second groups, with the visitors putting on diffraction grating
glasses to view the spectra of 4 gas discharge lamps set out on the
table, including: hydrogen, helium, neon and mercury.

Upstairs in the dome, Everett operated the big 25.4cm
refractor showing the first group of visitors the stars Vega (Meade
28mm Super Wide Angle eyepiece, 157X) and Capella (52mm
Erfle eyepiece, 84X), and the second group, Capella (52mm Erfle
eyepiece, 84X) and Vega (Meade 28mm Super Wide Angle eye-
piece, 157X). Everett also set up the observatory’s 8-inch
(20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain (20mm Plossl eyepiece,
100X) inside the dome so as to view the TV screen in the West-
ern Sports & Recreation Center windows, through the door to the
observation deck. The visitors were gone by around 7:50 p.m.
after a very enjoyable evening learning about astronomy and
viewing through telescopes

Exploring the Stars, HIGH Day North,
November 20", 2017

A clear sky greeted 61 visitors (37 children and 24
adults) from the homeschool group, HIGH Day North, for Ex-
ploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn Observatory,
Monday, November 20", 2017, 6:00 p.m. They were welcomed
by graduate students Amanda DeSouza and Daniel Hatfield.
Amanda presented the digital slide presentation “Constellations”
and fielded questions. The visitors were then divided into 2
groups, with one group going upstairs for observing in the dome
with RASC London Centre members Everett Clark, later joined
by Bob Duff, and the other downstairs into the “Black Room” for
demonstrations of the “Transit Demo” and “Spectroscopy
Demo.” The 2 groups then traded places between the dome and
the downstairs “Black Room.”

Downstairs in the “Black Room” Amanda did the
“Transit Demonstration” activity for the first group of visitors,
showing them the “Transit Demo” model—demonstrating the
transit detection method for finding extra-solar planets. The
“Transit Demonstration” was not done for the second group of
visitors. Amanda did the “Spectroscopy Demo,” for both the first
and second groups, with the visitors putting on diffraction grating
glasses to view the spectra of 4 gas discharge lamps set out on the
table, including: hydrogen, helium, neon and mercury.

Upstairs in the dome, Everett operated the big 25.4cm
refractor showing the first group of visitors the stars Vega (Meade
28mm Super Wide Angle eyepiece, 157X) and Capella (52mm
Erfle eyepiece, 84X), and the second group, Capella (52mm Erfle
eyepiece, 84X) and Vega (Meade 28mm Super Wide Angle eye-
piece, 157X). Everett also set up the observatory’s 8-inch
(20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain (20mm Plossl eyepiece,
100X) inside the dome so as to view the TV screen in the West-
ern Sports & Recreation Center windows, through the door to the
observation deck. The visitors were gone by around 7:50 p.m.
after a very enjoyable evening learning about astronomy and
viewing through telescopes.

Western Faculty of Science Discovery Week 2017,
Cronyn Observatory, November 20", 2017

A clear sky greeted some 60 visitors from the Western
Faculty of Science Discovery Week 2017, for a Special Event at
Western University’s Cronyn Observatory, Monday, November
20™ 2017, 8:15—10:15 p.m. (This was following the earlier Ex-
ploring the Stars event for the group HIGH Day North, scheduled,
6:00—S8:00 p.m.) They were welcomed by graduate student
Amanda DeSouza who invited them to simply circulate upstairs
into the dome and downstairs into the “Black Room” and “1940s
Period Room.”

RASC London Centre was represented by Everett Clark,
Bob Duff and Peter Jedicke. Everett and Peter showed them the
star Vega through the big 25.4cm refractor in the dome, using the
Meade 28mm Super Wide Angle (157X) and 52mm Erfle (84X)
eyepieces. Peter also gave a sky tour to some of the visitors on
the observation deck outside the dome. Bob operated the obser-
vatory’s 8-inch (20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain (placed on
the observation deck by Everett) and showed visitors the “Double
-Double” star system Epsilon Lyrae, using the 12.5mm Ortho
eyepiece (160X), and the star Capella and the Pleiades star cluster
(M45), using the 20mm Plossl eyepiece (100X). Bob also talked
to the visitors and answered questions about astronomy.

Downstairs in the “Black Room” graduate student Dan-
iel Hatfield gave demonstrations of the “Transit Demo” model—
showing how the transit detection method worked for finding
extra-solar planets, as well as demonstrations of the
“Spectroscopy Demo” with the visitors putting on diffraction
grating glasses to view the spectra of 4 gas discharge lamps set
out on the table, including: hydrogen, helium, neon and mercury.
Bob came downstairs from the observation deck and gave some
visitors an informal tour of the historic “/940s Period Room,” a
recreation of Dr. H. R. Kingston’s 1940 office designed by RASC

London Centre member Mark Tovey.

The visitors were gone by around 10:00 p.m. after an
enjoyable evening learning about astronomy and viewing through
telescopes and the observatory was closed down shortly thereaf-
ter.
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Exploring the Stars, Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts,
November 21%, 2017

A cloudy sky with rain greeted 59 visitors (42 children
and 17 adults) from the Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts
(Grade 6), for Exploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn
Observatory, Tuesday, November 21%, 2017, 7:00 p.m. They
were welcomed by graduate students Jeff Vankerkhove and Dan-
iel Hatfield. Jeff presented the digital slide presentation “Our
Solar System” and fielded questions. He followed this with the
activity “Kitchen Comet,” making a comet from dry ice and other
materials on a table at the front of the lecture room.

Jeff then divided the visitors into 2 groups with one
group going upstairs for a tour of the dome with RASC London
Centre members Everett Clark and Bob Duff, and the other down-
stairs into the “Black Room” for the “Spectroscopy Demo.” The
2 groups then traded places between the dome and the downstairs
“Black Room.”

Downstairs in the “Black Room” Jeff did the
“Spectroscopy Demo,” with the visitors putting on diffraction
grating glasses to view the spectra of 4 gas discharge lamps set
out on the table, including: hydrogen, helium, neon and mercury.
The “1940s Period Room,” a recreation of Dr. H. R. Kingston’s
1940 office designed by RASC London Centre member Mark
Tovey, was also open for inspection. Jeff gave 2 demonstrations
of the “Spectroscopy Demo,” one to each group.

Since cloudy, rainy weather ruled out opening the dome,
Everett set up the observatory’s 8-inch (20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-
Cassegrain (26mm Plossl eyepiece, 77X) inside the dome so as to
view the TV screen in the Western Sports & Recreation Center
windows, through the door to the observation deck. Bob gave 2
talks, one to each group when they arrived upstairs, on the history
of the Cronyn Observatory and technical aspects of the big
25.4cm refractor, explaining the difference between a refractor
and reflector telescope and calling their attention to the Casse-
grain reflector and Schmidt camera piggy-backed on the main
telescope, as well as the 20.3cm Schmidt-Cassegrain set up inside
the dome. Bob also explained the 2 clocks on the observatory’s
east wall and the difference between Standard and Sidereal Time.

The visitors asked many questions as they lined up to
view though the 20.3cm Schmidt-Cassegrain and were gone by
9:00 p.m., after an enjoyable evening learning about the solar
system, comets, spectroscopy and telescopes.

Exploring the Stars, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Secondary School, November 22", 2017

Cloudy skies greeted 7 visitors (including 6 students and
one teacher) from St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary
School for Exploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn
Observatory, Wednesday, November 22“d, 2017, 6:00 p.m. (The
6 students included 3 in Grade-9 and 3 in Grade-10.) Graduate
student Jeff Vankerkhove presented the slide presentation “Life in
the Universe” and fielded questions. Jeff followed this with the
activity “Telescope Kits,” showing several slides from the slide
presentation “Telescopes,” and distributing simple telescopes,
already assembled from the small reusable kits, for the students
examine and answer question.

RASC London Centre was represented by Everett Clark
and Bob Duff. Since cloudy skies ruled out opening the dome,
Everett set up the observatory’s 8-inch (20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-
Cassegrain (26mm Plossl eyepiece, 77X) inside the dome so as to
view the TV screen in the Western Sports & Recreation Center
windows, through the door to the observation deck. When every-
body arrived upstairs in the dome, Bob gave a talk on the history

of the Cronyn Observatory and technical aspects of the big
25.4cm refractor, explaining the difference between a refractor
and reflector telescope and calling their attention to the Casse-
grain reflector and Schmidt camera piggy-backed on the main
telescope, as well as the 20.3cm Schmidt-Cassegrain set up inside
the dome. Bob also explained the 2 clocks on the observatory’s
east wall and the difference between Standard and Sidereal Time.

Bob hauled out the London Centre’s 25.4cm Dobsonian
from the storage room to show them how a classical Newtonian
reflector telescope worked. The students asked questions and
viewed the TV screen in the Western Sports & Recreation Center
through the 20.3cm Schmidt-Cassegrain. The students were gone
by around 7:30 p.m., and Bob and Jeff showed the teacher the
“1940s Period Room,” and the “Transit Demo” and
“Spectroscopy Demo” in the “Black Room,” to consider for fu-
ture class visits. The observatory was closed around 8:00 p.m.

Cronyn Observatory Public Night,
Saturday, November 25", 2017

Cloudy skies with some light rain greeted 50 or more
visitors to Western University’s Cronyn Observatory Public
Night, Saturday, November 25", 2017, 7:00 p.m. Graduate stu-
dent Jeff Vankerkhove presented the digital slide presentation
“Our Solar System” and fielded questions. The visitors were
then invited to go upstairs into the dome or downstairs into the
“Black Room,” for demonstrations of the “Transit Demo” and
“Spectroscopy Demo,” and tours of the “Period Rooms.”

RASC London Centre was represented by Everett Clark,
Mark Tovey, Bob Duff, Peter Jedicke and Dale Armstrong, who
arrived later. Since cloudy skies ruled out opening the dome,
Everett set up the observatory’s 8-inch (20.3cm) Meade Schmidt-
Cassegrain (26mm Plossl eyepiece, 77X) inside the dome so as to
view the TV screen in the Western Sports & Recreation Center
windows, through the door to the observation deck. People asked
questions and Bob hauled out the London Centre’s 25.4cm Dob-
sonian to demonstrate how a classical Newtonian reflector tele-
scope worked. Bob gave a talk to one group of visitors on the
history of the Cronyn Observatory and technical aspects of the
big 25.4cm refractor, using the 52mm Erfle eyepiece (84X) for
demonstration. He explained the difference between a refractor
and reflector telescope, pointing out the Cassegrain reflector tele-
scope and Schmidt camera piggy-backed on the 25.4cm refrac-
tor—opening and closing the shutter on the Schmidt camera for
demonstration. Bob also explained the 2 clocks on the observato-
ry’s east wall and the difference between Standard and Sidereal
Time, as well as the 20.3cm Schmidt-Cassegrain and 25.4cm
Dobsonian reflector telescopes set up inside the dome.

Downstairs in the “Black Room” Jeff did demonstra-
tions of the “Transit Demonstration” activity, showing visitors
the “Transit Demo” model-—demonstrating the transit detection
method for finding extra-solar planets. Jeff also did the
“Spectroscopy Demo,” with the visitors putting on diffraction
grating glasses to view the spectra of 4 gas discharge lamps set
out on the table, including: hydrogen, helium, neon and mercury.
RASC London Centre member Mark Tovey, gave tours of the
historic “1940s Period Room,” a recreation of Dr. H. R. King-
ston’s 1940 office, and the “/967 Period Room,” recreating the
early control room of the Elginfield Observatory to celebrate the
150" anniversary of Confederation—Canada 150. Both “Period
Rooms” were designed by Mark Tovey.

The visitors were gone by around 9:00 p.m., after an
enjoyable evening learning about astronomy and telescopes, de-
spite the cloudy, rainy weather.
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Exploring the Stars, 97" London Beavers,
November 27", 2017

Mostly cloudy, later clearing skies greeted 25 visitors
(18 children and 7 adults) from the 97" London Beavers, for Ex-
ploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn Observatory,
Monday November 27", 2017, 6:30 p.m. Graduate student Dan-
iel Hatfield presented the digital slide presentation
“Constellations” and fielded questions.

RASC London Centre was represented by Everett Clark
and Bob Duff. Everett made ready the big 25.4cm refractor in the
dome, installing the 52mm Erfle eyepiece (84X), and directing it
towards the one-day-past-first-quarter Moon. When everybody
arrived upstairs in the dome, Everett and the Beaver leaders su-
pervised as the children viewed the Moon—which was periodi-
cally obscured by clouds—through the 25.4cm refractor. When
everybody had viewed the Moon and the sky began to clear, Ev-
erett directed the 25.4cm refractor to show them the star Vega,
which made a fine sight through the 52mm Erfle eyepiece (84X).
Bob and Everett talked to the visitors and answered questions.
The visitors were gone by around 7:35 p.m. after and interesting
and enjoyable evening of astronomy.

Exploring the Stars, St. Anthony French Immersion
Catholic School, December 6, 2017

Partly cloudy skies greeted 47 visitors (45 children and 2
teachers) from St. Anthony French Immersion Catholic School
(Grade 6), for Exploring the Stars at Western University’s Cronyn
Observatory, Wednesday, December 6™ 2017, 11:00 a.m.—1:00
p.m. Graduate student Viraja Khatu presented the digital slide
presentation “The Small Bodies in Our Solar System” and fielded
questions. She followed this with the activity “Kitchen Comet,”
making a comet from dry ice and other materials on a table at the
front of the lecture room.

RASC London Centre member Bob Duff set up the ob-
servatory’s 90mm Coronado H-Alpha Solar Telescope on the
Orion equatorial mount (used with Orion AstroView 6 reflector
telescope) on the observation deck outside the dome. He used the
CEMAX 25mm eyepiece (32X) to locate the Sun in the 90mm
Coronado’s field of view and then swapped in the CEMAX
18mm eyepiece (44X) for a better view of solar prominences.
Bob also set up the observatory’s 8-inch (20.3cm) Meade
Schmidt-Cassegrain (26mm Plossl eyepiece, 77X), installing the
Kendrick Baader film white light solar filter on the front of the
telescope.

When everybody arrived upstairs in the dome, Bob gave
a brief talk on the history of the Cronyn Observatory and tech-
nical aspects of the big 25.4cm refractor, with one of the teachers
inviting the children to walk around in front of the telescope to
see the 25.4cm objective lens. Bob used the 32mm Erfle eye-
piece (137X) to demonstrate how the 25.4cm refractor telescope
worked and explained how magnification was calculated. He
briefly opened and rotated the dome to demonstrate how it
worked.

Since clouds periodically obscured the Sun, Viraja sug-
gested proceeding with solar observing. The children lined up
under teacher supervision to go out on the observation deck and
view the Sun through the 2 solar filtered telescopes. Viraja
showed them prominences on the edge of the Sun through the
90mm Coronado H-Alpha Solar Telescope (44X) and Bob
showed them the Sun in white light through the 20.3cm Schmidt-
Cassegrain (77X), with the Kendrick Baader film solar filter.
Everybody was gone by 1:00 p.m. after an enjoyable observatory

visit to learn about astronomy and view the Sun through solar
filtered telescopes.




